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We Are Penn State Department of Dermatology
The goal of dermatology at Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
and Penn State College of Medicine has always been to provide excellent
patient care from within an academic institution. In addition, our
unique body of knowledge in cutaneous biology and pathology plays an
integral role in the education of students and residents at Penn State
Hershey Medical Center, the College of Medicine, and throughout Penn
State University. We are proud that our success has been recognized,
and that we have been formally named Department of Dermatology. As
a Department, our academic excellence and mission balance will be
expanded and strengthened. 
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Becoming a Department is Significant
Dermatology is unique. Dermatologists have special knowledge in the
biology, pathology, and treatment of the skin, e.g. photobiology and
phototherapy, contact dermatitis, acne, Mohs skin cancer surgery, hair
disorders, and others. 

Enhanced recruitment and retention of our
faculty, residents, and fellows. As a
Department, we are better able to recruit and
retain talented faculty, residents, and fellows.

Increased productivity. Becoming a
Department provides our talented faculty an
even greater incentive for achieving mission
balance and for better serving our goals of
world class teaching, research, and 
patient care.

Dermatology is growing, successful, and innovative. 
Our outstanding faculty and residents are already well known for a wide
range of notable academic achievements. Our faculty is skilled at provid-
ing quality care to patients, and we have a clear vision of a bright future
as a Department.

Our Missions
• Educating medical students, physicians, and the public about 

dermatology.

• Providing our patients with the best dermatologic care available.

• Performing research into the causes of dermatologic diseases.

Our Core Values
Respect, Excellence, Trust, and Teamwork



The Growth of Dermatology at Penn State Hershey 
1975 Division was founded by Donald P. Lookingbill, M.D.

1980 James G. Marks, Jr., M.D.
• Specialized clinic in occupational and contact dermatitis 

founded
• First description of allergy to carbonless copy paper in U.S.
• First report of alstroemeria allergic contact dermatitis in U.S.

florists
• First clinical studies of only FDA-approved barrier cream to

prevent poison ivy/oak allergic contact dermatitis

1991 Klaus F. Helm, M.D.
• Dermatopathology service with immunodermatology analysis
• First to describe decreased expansion of CD34 cells in

patients with localized scleroderma

1992 Diane M. Thiboutot, M.D.
• Internationally recognized acne researcher and clinician
• Identified specific enzymes that metabolize hormones in the

skin and hair 
• Discovered novel receptors in the skin that could lead to the

development of new drugs to treat acne or hair disorders

1994 Elizabeth M. Billingsley, M.D.
• Dermatologic surgeon – provides specialized skin cancer

surgery including Mohs technique

1998 Jeffrey J. Miller, M.D.
• Initiated hair disorders research and clinic with national 

recognition in African-American hair care/disorders

1999 Michael D. Ioffreda, M.D.
• Dermatopathologist who specializes in horizontal section

analysis of hair pathology

2000 Christie T. Ammirati, M.D.
• Dermatologic surgeon specializing in skin cancer 

treatment and resident education in cutaneous surgery
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2001 David R. Adams, M.D.
• Dermatopharmacologist who has a PharmD and expertise 

in medical treatment of skin diseases and research in 
investigational new drugs

Andrea L. Zaenglein, M.D.
• Pediatric dermatologist who is the first physician in 

South Central Pennsylvania to specialize in cutaneous 
diseases in children

2002 Department of Dermatology Founded

Bryan E. Anderson, M.D.
• Medical dermatologist who treats and investigates 

inflammatory skin diseases such as psoriasis and eczema

Gavin P. Robertson, Ph.D.
• Melanoma researcher

Many of our physicians have achieved significant 
national recognition in The Best Doctors in America 
and The Best Doctors in America, Northeast Region.

Dianne Morningstar and 
James G. Marks, Jr., M.D.
Together, they celebrate
Dianne’s success since being 
diagnosed with melanoma 
2 years ago.





Education
We are accomplished educators consistently
cited for our outstanding top-ranked instruc-
tion of medical students and residents.

• Jeffrey J. Miller, M.D. – recipient of multiple
medical students’ and residents’ Teacher of
the Year/Outstanding Lecturer Awards.

• Novartis University Preceptorship developed
at Penn State Hershey Medical Center has been adopted nationwide as
an innovative educational program for primary care physicians. 

• Our faculty are invited as lecturers and visiting professors across the
United States, Europe, and the Far East.

• Our faculty has published multiple books and has written numerous
peer-reviewed journal articles.

• Penn State Dermatology Grand Rounds draw over 35 community 
dermatologists every month from Harrisburg, Lancaster, York, State
College, Allentown/Bethlehem, Reading, and East Stroudsburg.

• Penn State Dermatology is recognized nationally as an excellent clinical
program attracting the best resident physicians from across the nation.

• The percentage of Penn State College of Medicine students who match
in dermatology continues to exceed the national average.

• Our residency program has been fully accredited since 1982 by 
the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).
We receive approximately 275 applicants, interview 15, and accept 
2 residents each year.
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From our Residents and Medical Students…

• “Well-rounded dermatologists, very well respected and qualified in
their respective fields and extremely devoted to teaching.”

• “Attendings enjoy teaching and it shows.”

• “Well organized rotation. Plenty of patients with different pathology 
to allow for a good learning experience, excellent instruction, 
supervision, and feedback.”

• “I could not have hoped for better residency training.”

• “Students are offered congenial education in the gold standard of 
dermatologic care.”

Research
• From diversified industry and governmental

support for our basic and clinical research, there
is more than $500,000 funding annually.

• Our research laboratories investigate the basic
mechanisms of acne under the direction of
Diane M. Thiboutot, M.D., and the biology 

of melanoma under the direction of Gavin P. Robertson, Ph.D.

• We collaborate with researchers in the pharmaceutical industry, Penn
State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, and Penn State at University
Park to pursue innovative clinical and basic science initiatives.

• Our clinical lab investigates new drugs for the treatment of cutaneous
diseases via pharmaceutically-funded research in eczema, hair loss,
acne, psoriasis, etc.
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Patient Care
• Penn State Dermatology specialists

schedule more than 25,000 appoint-
ments annually at our clinic locations.

• Clinical dermatologic subspecialties
include dermatologic surgery, derma-
topathology, pediatric dermatology,
acne, contact dermatitis, and 
hair disorders.

From our Grateful Patients…

• “Everyone was very friendly and treated me like an old friend.”

• “Everyone is very helpful and pleasant! Which means a lot in 
today’s world.”

• “Best experience I ever had dealing with healthcare doctor and 
associates. A++”

• “Every visit over the years has always been extremely positive.”

• “First time I was there, everybody was wonderful. I told all my friends
if we lived closer to Hershey, I’d go to Penn State Hershey Medical
Center always.”

• “The team of healthcare providers in the dermatology clinic is to 
be commended for their excellence!”
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Community Outreach Efforts
❏ Skin Cancer Screening Clinic at 

Penn State Hershey Medical Center
Over 250 persons screened annually

❏ Lectures at multiple civic groups and public schools 
Over 300 attended annually

❏ Bethesda Mission Dermatology Clinic 
Monthly clinics serve local homeless

❏ Camp Horizon for severe skin diseases
80 children attend annually

❏ Central Pennsylvania Alopecia Areata Support Group
100 members

Dianne Morningstar —
proud to announce 2 years 
melanoma free!



Our Vision For the Future
To strengthen our internal and external resources
in education, research, and patient care:

• Education – To add M.D. and Ph.D. 
students in the research laboratory, and 
begin fellowships in dermatopathology 
and dermatologic surgery.

• Research – To add a basic scientist to 
investigate the pilosebaceous unit and other
areas of cutaneous biology, such as skin cancer.

• Patient Care – To increase access to dermatology services and to provide
high-quality hair transplantation services utilizing the most recent
microtechniques. 

Devin Gibson, 9, looks great
after 4 years of treatment for 
alopecia areata.



Endowments
In order to attain these future initiatives and to continue our growth and
success, the following opportunities exist to support endowments for
the Department of Dermatology:

❏ Dermatology Research Fund – pays salary of one basic research
technician in the research laboratory.

❏ Donald P. Lookingbill Lectureship – sponsors Annual Visiting
Professor of international prominence.

❏ College of Medicine Professorship of Dermatology – will provide
salary support for a nationally prominent member of our faculty.

Questions about financial support for the Department of Dermatology
may be directed to:

The Office of University Development
Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
Phone: (717) 531-8497

All other questions relating to the Department of Dermatology may be
directed to:

Department of Dermatology
Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
UPC2, Suite 4300 • HU14, PO Box 850 • 500 University Drive
Hershey, PA 17033-0850
Phone: (717) 531-8307 • Fax: (717) 531-6516
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