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California is amid what is set to become the largest outbreak of Pertussis in 
50 years.  Nearly 2,800 cases have been confirmed, with 8 infants dying from 
the infection thus far.  Cases of pertussis are increasing in the south-east and 
south-central areas of Pennsylvania.  The Pennsylvania Department of Health 
has released alerts for age appropriate immunizations for children and adults. 
 

 Individuals who are in close contact with infants - especially parents 
and older siblings - should be vaccinated with tetanus, diphtheria and 
pertussis (Tdap) or diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (DTaP), as age   
appropriate.  

 
 The CDC recommends that adults be vaccinated against pertussis 

every 10 years. 
 

 Ensure that all infants and adolescents in your practice are up-to-date 
with their vaccinations and everyone on your staff is vaccinated against 
pertussis. 

 
 Check your Vaccines for Children (VFC) and private vaccine inventories 

to ensure your practice has sufficient doses of DTaP and Tdap on hand 
to meet increased demand. (Note: VFC vaccines may only be used on 
VFC-eligible patients.)  
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